C. B.L.S.L. Ground Rules for 2011
     The most recent edition of the Official Rules of Softball and ASA Code, except as specifically modified by the C.B.L.S.L. Constitutions and By-Laws, recorded resolutions of the C.B.L.S.L. Commission, and requirements of The North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance (“NAGAAA”), will serve as the ground rules for the 2011 CBLSL Season.
Time Limit 

· 75 minutes (1 hour and 15 minutes)  

· No new inning may begin after 75 minutes. (If there is a tie refer below to the “Tie Breakers” section)
· The next scheduled game should plan to take the field and start their game exactly as scheduled. 
No One and One Count 
· Each batter shall start with a zero balls and zero strike count.
Third Foul is an Out 

· A foul hit with two (2) strikes in the count is counted as a strike and is an out. 

Warm Ups –

· No infield or outfield warm up after the first inning. 

· Pitchers are allowed one warm up pitch after the first inning. 

· Pitchers are allowed five warm up pitches at the start of their first inning. 

· No “around the horn” is allowed following an out except for the Competitive Division
Grace Period 

· There is a ten (10) minute grace period from the scheduled game time for a team to arrive with the legal number of players to start a game. 

· The game must be completed within a 75-minute game time. 

· It is important that all games remain as close to the scheduled times as possible. 

· If a team forfeits their first game of the day there is NO grace period for the second game. 

Tie Breakers  

· If a game is in a tie after 7 innings (or 75 minutes) the International Tie Breaker Rules go into effect until the completion of the game.

· For the Competitive Division, Season Standings Tie Breakers will be decided by the following system until there is a Sole Winner:  (1) Head to Head record among Tied Teams, (2) Runs Against among Tied Teams, (3) Runs Scored  among Tied Teams, (4) Shared Championship among Tied Teams
Slaughter Rule 

· In the Competitive and Recreational Divisions there is no slaughter rule. 

· The time limit will remain in effect and no new inning may begin after 75 minutes except in the case of a tie as set forth above. 

· In the Women’s Division the slaughter rule will follow ASA rules of 10 runs after 5 innings. The Participation rule does not apply to the losing team.
· The time limit will remain in effect and no new inning may begin after 75 minutes. 

Minimum Number of Players 

· A team must have nine (9) players to start and continue a game. 

· The lineup for each team must have at least ten (10) batting positions listed 
· If a team starts a game with (9) players, the tenth batting position will be an automatic out until filled by a late arriving player. 

· Should no player arrive, those outs will stand and the game will play to conclusion. 

· The result of the game will be final. The game cannot be replayed. 

Forfeits 

· A game is forfeited if, after the ten-minute grace period, a team cannot field nine players.

· The opposing team will be declared the winner and the score will be recorded as 7 to 0.

· Forfeits that occur with less than 24-hour notice will result in a team fine of the umpire cost of $35.00 for that game. 

· If canceled prior to 24 hours a $25.00 fine will result.

· Should the team notify their Divisional Commissioner 48 hours in advance of the forfeit, those games will be rescheduled or forfeited at the discretion of the opposing manager.  

· Due to the notification the team will not be fined. 

· These fines are per occurrence. 

· A team must pay their fine prior to the next week’s games 
· Teams will be suspended from the CBLSL until the fines are paid. 

· A team that is under suspension will automatically forfeit their scheduled games. 

· Due to unforeseen circumstances, a team may be compelled to forfeit a game. 

· Note: Should a team require a particular weekend off, arrangements must be through their Divisional Commissioner to get that information, in writing, to the person in charge of making the schedule, prior to the schedule being published.

· The scheduler will make every reasonable effort to accommodate requests, based on the season’s playing perimeters. 

· Any team that forfeits two (2) games or more during the season shall be ineligible to qualify for a World Series berth.

Rainouts 
· Will be called by 7:00 AM on Game Day. 

· Information will be provided on the League website (www.cblsl.org)
· The umpires will declare rainouts, unplayable conditions, and will decide on inclement weather during games.  

Courtesy Runners 

· A team must declare their injured players, to the opposing manager, prior to the beginning of the game. 

· In the Recreational and Women’s Divisions teams are allowed one courtesy runner per inning. In the Competitive Division teams are allowed three courtesy runners per game.
· Except for the Competitive Division, a player who requires a courtesy runner must be declared before the game starts.  A player injured during the game, if left in the game, may be allowed a courtesy runner.

· If a player is injured during the game they will be allowed to have a courtesy runner. This is the only exception to the declaration policy.  In the Competitive Division, an injured player counts as 1 of 3 allowed courtesy runners.
· If a player is injured and a hospital visit is required, the manager of that team is responsible for notifying their division’s assistant commissioner within 24 hours of the incident (or hearing of the hospital visit).

· A runner may be replaced, on the base where they end, by the runner who made the last out. 

· No “Courtesy Runner” is allowed in league Playoff or the World Series Qualifying Tournament. 
"Free" Substitution 

In the Recreational Division:

· ANY player may make multiple entries into the game as long as that player re-enters the game at the same place in the line-up.  

· Each player in the general division MUST play at least two complete innings defensively and complete at least one at bat offensively.
In the Competitive Division:

· There will be no free substitution.
In the WOMEN’S Division:

· The Women’s Division will follow the ASA rules as to substitutions.

· Every eligible player on the roster will be entitled to play a minimum of two innings per game. The position of EP/EH will be considered valid in meeting player participation requirements.
Extra Hitters
· Teams may elect to have 2 extra batters in their lineup.

Equipment 

· Yellow 12” balls will be used in the Competitive and Recreational Divisions. 

· Yellow 11” balls will be used in the Women’s Division. 

· No 11” balls will be used in the Competitive and Recreational Divisions. 

· The balls in the Competitive and Recreational Division’s will be .44 restricted flight. 

· All divisions will follow the ASA Guidelines for legal / illegal bats.  It is the umpires discretion weather he or she will inspect the bats. 

Safety-base 

· First base is a safety base with the orange base to be used by the runner, when not making an attempt for further bases.  

Moveable Bases 

· The League uses moveable bags
Slide or Veer 

· All players advancing a base must slide or veer to allow the defensive player a chance to throw out the following runner.  

· If a player does not slide or veer both players will be called out.  

· Also a player must slide to avoid collisions; intentional body contact will result in the runner being called out. 

Stealing

· No stealing is allowed

· If a runner is called by the umpire due to leaving the base before contact (bat to ball) the runner will be called out.

Unsportsmanlike Behavior 

· No warnings will be given.  

· Managers and players can be removed from a game.  

· If a player/manager is thrown out of a game, they will be suspended for the next game (one) at which they are present.  

· The Commission will review the situation to see if any further actions or penalties will be assigned that player/manager. 

Alcohol and Illegal Drug Consumption
· There shall be no alcohol and/or illegal drug consumption by players, coaches or managers before, during, or between their games.  

· Any violation of this rule of play shall result in the player being benched for the rest of the day. 

· The manager and coach will not be allowed on the field of play (i.e. they cannot coach bases, discuss umpire calls etc.). 

Smoking
· Smoking is not permitted on the field during games.

Uniforms 

· All teams shall wear (on their jerseys) the logo of their sponsor’s choice. 

· All players, on the field, shall wear like shirts. 

· All players, on the field, shall wear shirts with unique numbers on them
Fields 

· By the April Commission meeting, the League Commissioner, all Divisional Commissioners and a representative from the Umpire organization shall adopt "ground rules" for each field that will be used during the season.  The umpires shall go over the ground rules with a representative of each team prior to each game.  
· The "ground rules" will be in effect for every game, unless special circumstances (i.e. weather, damage, etc.) require alteration. 

World Series Qualifying Tournaments:

· Rules for the World Series Qualifying Tournaments will follow NAGAAA and ASA guidelines. 
